
Letters from Abu Ghraib 
 By Joshua Casteel 
 

L etters from Abu Ghraib, a collection of email mes-
sages sent by Joshua Casteel to his friends and family 
during his service as a US Army interrogator and Ara-

bic linguist in the 202nd Military Intelligence Battalion, is the 
raw and intimate record of a soldier in moral conflict with his 
duties. Once a cadet at the US Military Academy at West 
Point and raised in an Evangelical Christian home, Casteel 
finds himself stationed at Abu Ghraib prison in the wake of 
the prisoner abuse scandal. He is troubled by what he is 
asked to do there, although it is, as he writes, miles within 
the bounds of what CNN and the BBC care about. Forced to 
confront the nature of fundamentalism, both religious and 
political, Casteel asks himself a fundamental question: How 
should I then live?  

CPJ invites you to join 
us in reading. . .  

An astounding insider's look at the war in Iraq. Joshua Casteel is an astute observer, a superb writer 
and a man of deeply held moral and religious conviction. Letters from Abu Ghraib gives us entry into his 
personal journey from dedicated soldier and interrogator to determined conscientious objector. 
 Emily Mann, McCarter Theatre Artistic Director and Resident Playwright 
 
 Letters from Abu Ghraib shows us that good and evil are not absolutes, but rather points along 
 the spectrum of decisions that we, as individuals and participants in institutions, all must face.  
  Kelly Dougherty, Executive Director of Iraq Veterans Against the War 
 
What Joshua Casteel interrogates in Letters from Abu Ghraib is the very idea of liberty. For every endur-
ing work of literature is an epistle from the prison of silence to the possibility of freedom. 
 From the foreword by Christopher Merrill  
 

About “Just Books” 
 

J 
UST BOOKS IS A PROJECT OF THE SPIRITUALITY COMMITTEE OF CATHOLICS FOR 
PEACE AND JUSTICE.  PERIODICALLY A COMMON SPIRITUALITY BOOK IS READ BY A 
GROUP OF PEOPLE IN AN EFFORT TO RAISE OUR COMMUNAL CONSCIENCE, LEADING TO 

A “CONVERSION OF HEART”.  OPTIONAL, ONE MEETING DISCUSSION OPPORTUNITIES ARE 
THEN OFFERED.  SOON WE HOPE TO OFFER AN “E-CONVERSATION” OPTION TOO.  WATCH 
OUR WEBSITE, CATHOLICSFORPEACEANDJUSTICE.ORG ,FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR SUB-
SCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER AT THIS ADDRESS TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON “JUST BOOKS” 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT JIM GILL AT CARDINALCOURT5699@GMAIL.COM OR  
414-421-4626 
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